
Baptism:  Why Bother...

1.  Jesus Was Baptized

When everyone was being baptized, Jesus was also baptized.  While he was praying
heaven was opened.  (Luke 3:21 CEB)

2.  Jesus commands Us to be Baptized

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19 CEB)

3.  Baptism is an Integral Part of Salvation

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever doesn’t believe will be
condemned. (Mark 16:16 CEB)

4.  The Disciples Followed Jesus’ Example

After they came to believe philip, who preached the good news about God’s Kingdom and the
name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. (Acts 8:12 CEB)

“These people have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.  Surely no one can stop them from
being baptized with water, can they?”  He directed that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ...
(Acts 10:47,48 CEB)

He led them outside and asked, “Honorable masters, what must I do to be rescued?”  they 
replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved - you and your entire household.”
They spoke the Lord’s word to him and everyone else in his house.  Right then, in the middle of
the night, the jailer welcomed them and washed their wounds.  he and everyone in his household
were immediately baptized.  (Acts 16:30-33 CEB)

5.  An Essential Part of a Christian’s “New Beginning”

Baptism is like that.  It saves you now - not because it removes dirt from your body, but because it is
the mark of a good conscience toward God.  Your salvation comes through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.  (1 Peter 3:21 CEB)

6.  Baptism “symbolizes” our Integration into Christ’s Death & Ressurection

Therefore, we were buried together with him through baptism into his death, so that just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too can walk in 
newness of life.  (Romans 6:4 CEB)

A.  Christians in the early church (AD 34 - AD 70) did not consider new converts members of
the Christian community until they were baptized.
B.  Without a public confession of faith (baptism), Christians, who were suffering heavy
persecution, did not trust the truth of a convert’s salvation.
C.  In a vast majority of cases, baptism in the early church followed one’s confession of faith
immediately, or as soon as possible.
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